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IFA Presidential Symposium on Vision Health  
“The Future of Person-Centred Vision Care” 

Logistics: 

Date:   Thursday 11th November 2021  
Time:  13:00 - 14:30 EST 
Location:  Virtual and In-Person at The Hilton Niagara Falls Hotel 

Background: 

The UN Decade of Healthy Ageing 2021-2030 highlights the importance of maintaining functional ability and 
creating environments which enable older people to do what they have reason to value.  While vision loss is not 
an “ageing issue,” there are substantial functional implications of preventable vision loss on older people, such 
as reducing mobility, impacting interpersonal interactions, triggering depression, curtailing access to information 
and media, increasing the risk of falls and accidents, and many more.  As the vision health landscape evolves 
rapidly around the globe, the WHO World Report on Vision emphasizes the urgent need to galvanize action to 
respond to considerable challenges facing the over 2.2 billion people living with vision impairment.   

Key Messages: 

The future of vision care must be: person-centred, accessible, integrated robustly within health systems, and 
focused on prevention throughout the life course. 

Preliminary Programme with Proposed Speakers: 

13:00 Welcome and Introductions 

Chair:  
Dr. Jane Barratt (confirmed) 
Secretary General, International Federation on Ageing 

Moderator: 

Dr. Peter Lin (to be invited) 
Director, Primary Care Initiatives, Canadian Heart Research Centre 

13:05 Vision Health on the Global Scale: Galvanizing Advocacy Through a Framework for Action 

Mr. Peter Holland (confirmed) 
Chief Executive Officer, International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 

Central to the future of person-centred vision care is the WHO World Report on Vision, which 
seeks to generate greater awareness and increased political will and investment to strengthen 
eye care globally.  Civil society has a key role in effecting positive change through concerted global 
advocacy founded upon a framework for action.  This session explores concrete 
recommendations and opportunities for immediate action to ensure no one is left behind when 
it comes to vision health. 

13:25 Diabetes End-organ Damage: Diabetic Retinopathy (DR) 

Dr. David Wong (confirmed) 
Associate Professor, University of Toronto, and Ophthalmologist-in-Chief, St. Michael’s Hospital 

The World Health Organization reports that almost 35 percent of individuals with diabetes 
currently suffer from some level of retinopathy, and 7 percent of those have their vision 
threatened.  Due to significant advances in the prevention and treatment of DR, this session aims 
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to present the contributions of research to the clinical management of the disease in the past, 
discuss current paradigms on DR treatment and prevention, and demonstrate how current 
research will contribute to improved vision outcomes in the future. 

13:45 Diabetes Education: Interdisciplinary Care and the Empowerment of People with Diabetes 

Ms. Anne-Marie Felton (confirmed) 
President and Co-founder, Foundation of European Nurses in Diabetes, and Vice-President, 
International Diabetes Federation 

The implementation of an interdisciplinary team approach to diabetes management is crucial in 
achieving glycemic goals and maintaining functional ability.  Patients have an essential role in the 
management of their own disease and including them as part of the treatment team is essential.  
The real-world practices that contribute to success, despite barriers such as established 
hierarchal structures and financial resource constraints, can be applied to developing innovative 
methods of team-based diabetes care. 

14:05 Biosimilars in Ophthalmology: Safety, Access and Effectiveness of Treatment Options 

Dr. Ashish Sharma (confirmed) 
Innovator and Head, MII RetCam Development Team, and Consultant for Retina and Head 
Research, Lotus Eye Hospital and Institute, Coimbatore, India 

As biosimilars in ophthalmology are forecast to emerge in countries around the globe, 
experiences in other therapeutic areas have indicated the need to reconcile the cost-
effectiveness proposition with evidence on long-term health outcomes.  A central tenet to the 
development and implementation of appropriate biosimilar policies is the education and 
engagement of individuals living with blinding retinal diseases, their families and caregivers, and 
their vision care providers along the treatment pathway.  This session underlines key 
developments in the field of ophthalmic biosimilars that patient and advocacy associations must 
have awareness and understanding of within the rapidly evolving vision health landscape.   

14:25 Closing Remarks 

 


